[Foetal and neonatal mortality in a European perspective: improvement of perinatal health care in the Netherlands still necessary].
Results from the Euro-Peristat project in 2000 and 2004 showed the Netherlands to have higher perinatal mortality rates and a slower rate of decline than in other European countries. Recent results from the 2010 Euro-Peristat project have shown a substantial decline in both foetal and neonatal mortality rates and an improved position in the European ranking. However, the comparison of the Netherlands to countries with similar population characteristics and healthcare systems puts this position in a different perspective. Continuing effort will be necessary to improve perinatal health and care in the Netherlands.